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A SCHOOL GEOMETRY. 


By H. 8. Haut, M.A., and F. H. STEVENS, M.A. Globe 8vo. 
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The Teaching of Children 


fit environment for the young and foolish by 

the elderly and wise, and its supreme end is 

character-making, which is itself the only means 
by which the ethical ideal may ever be attained. These 
are commonplaces, but after all, as Stevenson has said, 
the commonplaces are often the great poetic truths: which 
is my excuse for stating them. But in this article I can 
attempt only to insist on one or two principles of the first 
importance in this youthful but high-destined science of 
education, which is based upon and is part of all other 
kinds of knowledge. As we shall see, the educationist 
must, in theory, be familiar with embryology, physiology, 
psychology, hygiene, and practical medicine, not to mention 
the various morbid conditions that may affect the growing 
mind. Yet if you are fit for nothing else, you may, at any 
rate, start a private school ! 

And, unquestionably, the first thing to insist upon in 
these days is that the education—in the narrow sense—of 
a child must not be begun too early. Anyone who desires 
to read a clear and popular discussion of this subject 
should study a paper by the distinguished Edinburgh 
alienist, Dr. Clouston, in a recent number of the 
“* Paidologist,” the journal of the British Child-Study 
Association. Dr. Clouston reminds the reader that the 
actual construction of a child’s brain is not completed 
until the seventh year, and he insists, as so many of his 
profession, judging by experience, and Spencer, by & 
priori reasoning, have been insisting for many years, that 
the mental education of our children is, as a rule, begun 
too soon. We must look at this matter in the light of 
evolution. Before man had any mind worth mentioning, 
he had a body. It is the same with every son of man 
to-day. The first education of a child is therefore to be 
physical, a training of the senses and of the power to use 
the muscles. Hence the natural instinct of the baby—or 
the kitten—for play, which is to them the very best 
possible work. Playing with a moving object, the child 
or kitten is training the muscles—altogether twenty in 
number—that control its eye-balls, and is training that 

of its brain which appreciates visual images. Further, 
it is learning to adjust the movements of its body to the 
impressions received by its senses—as in catching a ball. 
This training is invaluable and primal, because it is a 
training in the means whereby we avoid danger—as in 
dodging a hansom in later life—and must be perfected 
first, because, as Spencer has shown us, we must preserve 
our lives before we are able to use them. 

With the law of development still as our guide we must 
further realise that the moral sense is the last to be 
evolved. It is in the highest degree ridiculous to give a 
child a training in ethics before the latent powers of its 
muscles and its inquiring mind are exercised. And one 
word on that spirit of curiosity, of wanting to know why. 
A German philosopher has called man the “‘ cause-seeking 
animal”: this is the divine thirst for knowledge which 
makes us the lords of creation. The parent—I say the 
parent and not the schoolmaster, because I still Jabour 
under the old-world and well-nigh obsolete conception that 
the parent is the child’s natural and proper teacher—the 
parent, then, who attempts to stifle the spirit of inquiry 
in a child’s mind is stifling the mind itself, and thereby 
incurring an awful responsibility. Would I could make 
my words stronger. 

And this suggests the opposite case, of which I have 
lately had under observation an excellent example. The 
fond parent of a precocious child—and notably the fond 
mother of a precocious man-child—may fall into the error 


Pp": speaking, education is the provision of a 


of fostering its precocity. Let her beware. The pre- 
cocious child that becomes a prodigy stands to reach a 
premature end. In the majority of cases—there are many 
exceptions, I know—the infant phenomenon not only does 
not retain its mind in advanced years, but never reaches 
them. The recent scientific study of the child has shown 
most finally that precocity is to be discouraged rather 
than encouraged. The child that loves its lessons must 
be taught cricket forthwith. The mind is there right 
enough ; the cricket will not destroy it. Give it time 
and it will make fresh conquests for humanity. Give the 
child open air, direct its mental activities to pursuits 
which do not depend on the printed page—men thought 
long before they learnt to read—and one day your child 
will rise up and call you blessed. 

And another point. We “‘ humans” are mentally dis- 
tinguished for our power of attention and concentration. 
The trained mind will approach a matter and stick to it, 
not losing the thread at the first difficulty. If it starts 
to read a serious article and meets an unintelligible 
phrase it will not resort to the waste-paper basket. But 
this remarkable and almost inexplicable power of attention 
or apperception is slowly gained. The child’s power of 
attention is notoriously small. We must not expect too 
much from it. I seriously question whether half-an-hour 
should not be an outside limit for the length of a lesson 
up to the age of ten years at least. A child who attends 
for so long to a task which is quite as difficult to it as 
your tasks are to you——assuming that you ever attempt to 
master anything new—has done very well. A headache 
at the end of a lesson means that the child has lost when 
it should have profited. In some countries, which have 
gained more than we have by the work of English educa- 
tionists—Spencer’s epoch-making little book is put into the 
hands of every State-teacher in France—the type in which 
lesson-books are printed is made a matter of the utmost 
importance, and countless headaches are thereby averted. 
This one point really needs an article to itself. 

Another gross error in our present system is that of too 
early specialisation. Just as the child, which only late 
acquires a sense of right and wrong, is initiated into the 
mysteries and anomalies of its parent’s private etiical code 
long before its time, so, a few years later, it is instructed 
in the three R’s long before it is taught to observe—or, 
for that matter, to brush its poor little teeth, probably 
already ruined—to the lasting detriment of the appearance 
of the lower balf of its face—because the parents, in their 
turn, were taught next to nothing about elementary 
dietetics. So, after a few more years, this premature 
specialisation is, for the third time, thrust upon it, and 
the ridiculous nonsense known as English grammar—a 
dry-as-dust’s worthless imitation of the syntax of Latin, a 
language which really had a grammar—is forced into the 
child’s uncomprehending ear, only to leave its head forthwith 
by the other. Similarly Latin and Greek are both begun 
too soon, as our wisest are beginning to show us. 

It has been possible to deal with only a few points on a 
subject the importance of which cannot possibly be over- 
estimated. In thus apologising for a brief series of 
remarks, and in regretting that I may not fill Tae 
Acapemy for the next month with this fascinating topic, I 
conclude by beseeching any reader who has not already 
done so to read Spencer’s masterly work, which has already, 
as Professor Michael Sadler remarked the other day, 
abolished the false ideals of his day in the education of 
girls, has begun to effect a recognition of the value of 
physical education, and has—I may add—relieved the 
burdens and increased the happiness and health and 


B2 
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future usefulness of thousands of children’s lives. One 
little instance: children like sweets, as Spencer will tell 
you, not because of original sin, but because sugar—as its 
general formula C,; Hy, O,, will show to anyone who knows 
anything of physiology—is an invaluable food to the 
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growing, as to the adult organism. Beware how you 
repress the healthy instincts which a million years of 
heredity have produced in the coming race : whether a love 
of sugar or a love of knowing “‘ why.” 

C. W. Sateesy. 


School Books, etc. 


Greek 

Tae ‘THesmopHoRIAzUSAE OF ArisTopHANEs. Edited by 
B. B. Rogers. (Bell. 7s. 6d.) The ‘‘ Thesmophoriazusae ” 
is not one of Aristophanes’ great plays, but Mr. Rogers 
brings out the “hits” so effectively that the dullest 
reader will put the book down regretfully. No comedian 
is more in need of a commentator than Aristophanes. To 
understand his quips and cranks one needs educating, 
special coaching so to speak, so that no sallymay lose its 
meed of appreciation. Mr. Rogers is not only a competent 
scholar, familiar with every line of his author—half the 
translation of this play was done without reference to the 
text—but he cannot write a dull line; his notes, his intro- 
duction and translations are all written in easy and vivid 
English. It was in the ‘‘ Vespae” that we first learnt 
how much of our enjoyment of an ancient classic depends 
on the commentator. Mr. Rogers revels in difficulties, 
welcomes each rebuff which makes Aristophanes’ allusions 
and by-play so repellent to the beginner. Before Mr. 
Rogers set to work on the ‘‘ Vespae”’ it seemed a poor 
play ; under his touch it became one of the most rollicking 
comedies, full of good fun and sparkling satire, not a line 
of which would we wish away, not a single coarse joke— 
and Aristophanes has many—would we excise. Even the 
English reader will find this book worth the reading, for 
it is not necessary to understand Greek to enjoy Mr. 
Rogers’ work, and of a commentator one can speak no 
higher praise. 


Greek Antiquities. Professor Maisch. This translation 
of Professor Maisch’s ‘ Grieschische Altertumskunde ” 
adds another book of compressed information to the 
series of Temple Primers. Those people who like their 
facts pressed » wi together, and little else but facts, these 
primers must satisfy completely. As a book of reference 
it might add considerably to the interest of Greek history 
and literature. Why are not all such books as this 
provided with a map? (Dent. 1s.) 


Eron ix 1829-1830. Edited by Dr. Edmond Warre. 
(Murray. 10s. 6d. net.) This record of boating and other 
events was written in Greek by T. K. Selwyn during 
his seventeenth and eighteenth years—a very remarkable 
performance, and Etonians will be grateful to the Head- 
master of Eton for his very careful editing and translation 
of this schoolboy’s diary. The illustrations, maps and 
introduction will make this book welcome to many a non- 
Etonian interested in Public School life, but its immediate 
ay will of course be to old Etonians whose school-life 
is hidden in the mist of years. The diary does not lend 
itself to quotation, but we must find room for a reflection 
made by the Editor on the Eton of those days. ‘‘ Autres 
temps autres meurs”’ is a proverb which finds illustration 
in Selwyn’s pages, and we cannot help being struck with 
the contrast of the manner in which he records lapses as 
regards sobriety and the indignation which he manifests 
at a desecration of the Sabbath. Betting seems to have 
been rife in his days, and lotteries are also mentioned by 
him as popular. Possibly in this respect things may not 
have improved as much as one would wish. ‘“‘ Betting is 
a parasite of games and sport, and a familiar beast to 
man. 

Tue Four Socratic Dixtocues oF Pxato. 
by Professor Jowett. (Clarendon Press. 


Translated 
3s. 6d. net.) 


Whilst welcoming this edition of Jowett’s translation in a 
cheap and pleasantly readable form, we wonder whether 
these dialogues are the only ones which it is intended to 
pularise. It does seem that it would be worth while to 
ring out some of the less known writings of Plato in a 
similar way; if there is no such intention on the part 
of the Clarendon Press then we regret very much that 
they have chosen these dialogues, as they were already easily 
accessible to the English reader in other good translations. 
Atcestis or Evriripes. Edited by A. J. Tate. (Blackie. 
2s.) The readable introduction, 28 pp., and the notes, 
70 pp., are primd facie evidence that Mr. Tate has 
enjoyed his work of editing this best known and best 
loved Greek play. The book is well illustrated and 
sustains in every respect the excellence of the series. 


Latin 


Setections From Tiputius. Edited by J. P. Postgate. 
(Macmillan. 5s.) Tibullus is very little read, indeed Virgil 
and Ovid occupy nine-tenths of the whole time devoted to 
Latin poetry. We welcome this selection, and although 
Tibullus is a poor thing for a boy, yet a few here and 
there will enjoy his smooth verses, his conceits and his 
affectations of real sorrow and pessimism. The book is 
excellently edited. 

A First Latm Reaver. By K. P. Wilson. (Blackwood.) 
The boy who works through this carefully constructed 
book will get a good insight into the essentials of Latin. 

A First Lariy-Enouisa Dictionary. By A. C. Ainger. 
(John Murray. 2s. 6d.) The use of this compilation will 
make it unnecessary to supply the beginner with a special 
word list for each book or chapter he reads. The 
quantities are carefully marked, and the meanings of the 
words are given in as few words as possible. 

Pro Patria. By Professor E. A. Sonnenschein. (Son- 
nenschein. 2s. 6d.) A satisfactory piece of work, and a 
sort of sequel to the author’s ‘‘ Ora Maritima,” which we 
sudlounh fommenlily in these columns some time since. 

Tue Dmacue. Edited by G. C. Allen. (Astolat Press., 
3s. 6d. net.) The MSS. of which this is a translation 
was discovered in 1873 in a monastery at Jerusalem. The 
editor thinks that, at the latest, the manuscript dates back 
to the beginning of the second century. As the trans- 
lation fits into ten pages of the book it is a pity that the 
Greek text was not inserted—the translation facing the 
Greek page by page. The notes appear to be competently 
done and the translation reads wa 

Virew’s Aye. Book I. Edited by H. Kynaston, D.D. 
(Dent. 1s. 4d.) Cmsar’s Gattic War. Books IV.-V. 
Edited by J. Marshall. (Dent. 1s. 4d.) Cesar and Virgil 
have been edited too many times for new editors to find 
even a little to say which is not a re-saying of their 
predecessors. Each book is complete in itself—introduc- 
tion, text, notes, vocabulary. The publishers ought to 
see to it that the paper of the first book is improved, as 
its texture carefully preserves the slightest impress of 
finger or thumb; and the editor in not translating the 
Homeric parallels in a book dedicated to children who 
know very little Latin, is clearly not of the opinion that 
little Latin means less Greek. 

Setecrions From Latin Avrsors. (University Tutorial 
Press.) To this press must be awarded the very doubtful 
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honour of anticipating every want of the examinee. Set 
books in Latin gave place to Unseens, and here Messrs. 
Watt and Hayes are at the class-room door with the patent 
remedy for the new complaint. 

Priautus. Tue Trinommus. Edited by H. C. Nutting. 
(U.S.A.: Sanborn. 60c.) At the foot of each page difii- 
culties occurring in the text are explained. The idea is to 
gain facility in reading. 

From Messrs. Blackie come M. Tulli Ciceronis Laelius 
de Amicitia Liber Ad T. Pomponium Atticum (Edited by 
the Reverend F. Conway, M.A.), Ciceronis Cato Maior de 
Senectute (Edited by G. H. Wells, M.A.) and the Fifth, 
Sixth, and Seventh Philippic Orations of Marcus Tullius 
Cicero (Edited by T. K. Brighouse, M.A. [Lond.]), in the 
Illustrated Latin Series. (The first two 2s. each, the last 
2s. 6d.) ‘The text is well and clearly printed, the notes 
full and useful, and the illustrations distinctly add interest 
and value. 

German 

Lesesucu. By Dr. W. Paszkowski. (Weidmanche. 3m.) 
A selection of difficult passages illustrative of German life 
and thought. 

Evements oF GermaN. Exercises in German Composition. 
By T. H. Weisse. (Williams and Norgate.) Very full 
treatment “old style” of German grammar and 
composition. 

French 

Recrrations AND Pokstes. By V. Partington. (Horace 
Marshall. 2s.) A bright little book—on each page an 
illustration of nursery lore which is printed in ordinary 
and phonetic script. There is much humour in the 
drawings. 

A Frevon anp German Piorure Vocaputary. By W. M. 
Poole. (Murray. 3s. 6d.) The “‘ new style” brought into 
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contempt. On each page, twelve rectangles 1} inches by 
1} inches ; in each rectangle a drawing and a number, 
and elsewhere in the book the French and German names 
in both scripts for the things drawn. How tiresome! 

A Ssconyp Year French Writer. By G. H. Wade. 
(Rivington.) A carefully written book composed of 
passages for translation into French, preparatory lessons, 
and a vocabulary. If thoroughness of workmanship were 
all, an excellent book. 

Four Frencn Lecrores. By J. Hallard. (Blackwell. 
1s. net.) The titles of essays are: ‘‘ Un aspect de l’esprit 
francais”; ‘‘Sur l’importance de savoir le francais” ; 
** Pierre Loti—Pécheur d’Islande,” and ‘‘ Ramuntcho.”’ 


Mathematics, etc. 


Graras. By C. H. French and G. Osborn. ‘University 
Tutorial Press. 6d.) This little book provides beginners 
with exercises in graphic work; there is some little 
freshness both in matter and in presentation. A leaf is 
taken from the Calculus in finding maxima and minima 
values, and we regret that more use has not been made of 
the Elementary Calculus, a subject which cannot much 
longer be kept out of the class-room of secondary schools. 

Tue Scnoor Ariravetic. By W. P. Workman. (University 
Tutorial Press. 3s. 6d.) We are glad to note that Mr. 
Workman has omitted from this volume “ Elaborate 
Explanations of the Four Rules,” for a child’s first lessons 
in arithmetic should begin with little problems in money 
and in measuring. The problems are the chief merit of 
the book; the treatment of the subject is not ahead of 
but far behind the best teaching. Surely arithmetic 
should be taught inductively, that is, the rule should be 
left to the child to discover for himself. The book would 
gain if a few hundreds of the examples were cut out —see, 
for instance, the dreary work in fractions (pp. 124—128), 
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ILLUSTRATED 


Gallic War. Books I—VII. Edited 
vy Prof. J. BROWN, M.A. L, The 
IIL, and I1V., 1s. 6d. each; V., VI, 
and VIL, 2s. each, 

The Catiline Orations. Oomplete. 
Edited by Prof. KEENS, 2s. 6d. 
First Oration. 1s. 6d. 

De Senectute. Edited by G. H. 
WELLS, M.A. 2s. 

De Amicitia. Edited by Rev. F. 
OuNnWAY, M.A. 28. 

Philippics V., VI., and VII. Edited 
bet. K. BRIGHOUSE, M.A. 2s. 6d. 

Pro Lege Manilia. Edited by W. J. 
WOODHOUSE, M.A, 2s. 

Eutropius. Books I.and II. Edited 
by W. C. LAMING, M.A. Is. 6d. 

Horace.—The Odes. Books I.—IV. 
Edited by 8S. GWYNN, B.A. Is. 6d. 
each. Oomplete, 5s. 

Livy. Book I. Edited by Prof. J. 
BROWN, M.A. 23s. 6d. 


ILLUSTRATED 


Eumenides. ¢ 
BaRNETT, M.A, Litt.D. 3s, 6d. 


Cyclops. Edited by Rev. J. HENSON, 
M.A. 1s. éd. 


Alcestis. Edited by A. TATE, M.A. 2s. 
Iliad XVIII. Edited by Prof. PLatr. 
ls. 60. 


Odyssey I. 
EVERARD OWEN, M.A. 2s. 


Edited by L. D. | 


Edited by the Rev. E. E. 


LATIN SERIES. 


Livy. Books V.and VI. Edited by W. 
C, LAMING, M.A. 23. 6d. each. 
Livy. Books XXI. and XXII. Edited 

by G. G. LOANE, M.A. 2s. 64. each. 
Metamorphoses, I. Edited by 
ERNEST ENSOR, B.A. 1s. 6d. 
History of Alexander the Great. 
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Agricola. Edited by W. O. F 
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Crito. Edited by A. S. OWEN, M.A. 
2s. 6d. 


Anabasis I. Edited by 0. E. BRown- 
RIGG, M, 2a. 


Anabasis II. and IV. 
Rev. G. H. NALL, M.A. 
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Edited by 
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A. C 


Edited by S. E. | 
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mangas ~Selections in Verse and 
S 


Racine—Scenes from Berenice. 

Racine—Les Plaideurs (complet: ) 
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Voltaire—Select Letters. 
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Rousseau—Confessions. 
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Victor Hugo - Lyric Poems. 
Michelet—L’Insecte. 
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Moliére—Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme. 
Augier and Sandeau—Le Gendre de Monsieur Poirier. 


(8d.) 
( 84.) 
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where there are 110 numerical exercises in mixed fractions, 
too many even for the most humdrum teaching. 


A Scnoot Gromerry. Parts I.-V. By H. 8. Hall 
and F. H. Stevens. (Macmillan. 4s. 6d.) When the 
University and other examining bodies, in consequence of 
continual outside pressure, threw over Euclid’s sequence 
and demanded a more rational knowledge of geometry from 
their candidates, it was found that the existing text-books 
were quite as useless for examination as they had been 
previously for education purposes. The result was that 
the market was soon flooded with geometry books written 
on the new lines. Hall and Stevens’ ‘‘ Old” Geometry 
was one of the best at the time of its publication, but now 
even that book is unfitted for the new requirements. The 
present volume is a compromise ; it contains graphic work 
and a slight change in the order of the propositions; but 
this book is still a compromise and looks backward rather 
than forward. 


EXERCISES IN GEOMETRY. 
and Son. 1s.) The propositions are enunciated in black 
type and are followed by exercises bearing on the 
proposition. Is it not quite time for this method to be 
reversed ? 


By R. B. Morgan. (Blackie 


Lecrures oN THE Loaio or Aritawetic. By M. E. Boole. 
(Clarendon Press. 3s.) Mrs. Boole’s lectures will help 
many a young teacher if he is fortunate enough to see it 
before he has hardened his heart against all innovations. 
Writers of text-books, totally ignorant of the simplest facts 
of psychical life, tumble their stodgy books into the class- 
rooms, and the old-fashioned teacher works through them 
with the conviction that somehow or other the children 
will pick up sufficient arithmetic if you only keep them 
long enough at it. Against this tyranny and ignorance 
Mrs. Boole protests. Arithmetic is a subject which must 
be taught intelligently, an impossible task for those who 
do not add to their knowledge of mathematics a knowledge 
of child-life. Indeed, were we to sum up in a sentence 
the gist of the lectures, we should say: the arithmetician 
qua arithmetician is of all people the least fitted for 
teaching arithmetic. 

Money anp Crevit. By W. Aldrich. (Grafton Press.) 
The object apparently of this short treatise on money is to 
give instructions in simple facts connected with the 
economies of money and credit. After a short interesting 
historical introduction the writer plunges into his subject, 
and discusses with fair fulness such matters as coined 
—_ paper money, and the connection between money and 
credit. 


THe Narore anp Necessity or Interest. By G. Cassel. 
(Macmillan. 6s. net.) This very able exposition of the 
function of interest is preceded by an historical sketch 
which summarises the ideas held on this subject from very 
early times. It is not difficult to see why our forefathers 
erred so grievously in their economic theories—indeed, it 
can scarcely be called error, seeing that the farther we 
recede economically the nearer do we get to the single 
family forming a solidarity, and therefore to a time when 
interest could not exist. But this ideal state never really 
existed, and it is therefore a little surprising that some of 
the greatest thinkers in the Middle Ages regarded interest 
as an evil rather than as a necessary thing. After proving 
conclusively, as we think, that interest is an essential 
factor in modern business, and that use of capital or 
demand for waiting must always be paid for, Mr. Cassel 
passes to the discussion of socialistic conceptions, and 
attempts to show that even communism could not escape 
in some form or other the paying for durable goods by 
interest. Students of economics will find this book a real 
contribution to the academic side of their subject. We 
are glad that the publication of such a work has been 
made possible by a subvention from the Swedish 
Government. 
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Science, etc. 


Curtositres or Narurat History. By Francis Buckland, 
M.A. (Methuen. 3s. 6d.) 

Bro Lire iw Wup Wares. By J. A. Walpole-Bond. 
(Unwin. 7s. 6d.) 

Eron Nature-Srupy anp OpservaTionaL Lessons. By M. D. 
Hill, M.A., and W. M. Webb. Part I. (Duckworth. 
3s. 6d. net.) 

Nature's Rippies, or THE BatrLe or THE Beasts. By H. 
W. Shepheard-Walwyn, M.A. (Cassell. 6s.) 

Poputak Natural History or Tae Lower Anmats (INveR- 
TesraTes). By H. Scherren, F.Z.S. (Religious Tract 
Society. 3s. 6d.) 

EXpertmMentaL Hyaiene. By 
(Blackie. 2s. 6d.) 

Tur Psycuotocy or Caitp DrveLoPMENT. 
(University of Chicago Press. $1.) 
Tue Grounpwork or Psycaotocy. By G. F. Stout, M.A., 

LL.D. (University Tutorial Press.) 

In noticing individually each of this extremely hetero- 
geneous collection of books we must attempt to draw from 
them some general conclusions as to the present tendencies 
and methods of teaching science. And it is necessary in 
this connexion to observe that the word “‘ science”’ is here 
used for convenience in that narrow and popular sense 
which will at last be obliterated only by the extension 
of the scientific method and spirit to every branch of 
human knowledge—an extension which, happily, we may 
see in progress all around us. 

It can scarcely be said that the two books at the top of 
the list have any particular relation to our subject. We 
do not mean that they are uninteresting or valueless: on 
the contrary. But as means of education their value 
cannot be high. Rather does the first comprise a large 
amount of observation which may later be added to the 
great body of scientific knowledge by way of illustration 
or further amplification of familiar truths, whilst the latter 
is interesting and readable but obviously not intended by 
the author to be anything more than is suggested by 
the title and the frontispiece—a photograph of Mr. Walpole- 
Bond ‘‘ with his young buzzard, badger and jays.” 

The volume that comes from Eton is of much greater 
interest in our present purpose, and is not to be gauged 
merely by the singularly uncouth title. ‘‘ Observational 
Lessons,”’ both to theear and to the literary sense, strikes us 
as singularly unhappy. What possible purpose is served 
by the last syllable of that horrible adjective? The authors 
appear frankly to recognise that nature-study is not 
science, but, admirable as these lessons are when looked 
at individually, we cannot understand what support can 
be given to a method of preparing for the study of 
science which is so essentially unscientific. Dr. Warre’s 
‘* Foreword ”’ is not sufficient to convince us that, as he 
believes, the book is ‘“‘sound in its method.” Method, 
indeed, seems to us to be conspicuously absent. We can 
quite understand that children who are already 
of a taste for these things may be aided in the development 
of what we suppose the authors would call their 
‘* observational faculty ” by these lessons, but there is no 
hint in this volume that the ‘ observationalist’’ has a 
mind, as well as senses, and needs to correlate phenomena 
if he is ever to become a thinker. The history of science 
abundantly shows that observation, as such, has invariably 
been sterile. Only when observation has been guided by 
some idea, some theory or hypotheses—whether right or 
wrong—have results of any value accrued. So far is this 
volume from breathing into its interminable series of 
apparently meaningless facts any of the living spirit which 
alone makes facts worth observing or recording, that the 
authors can actually, in the twentieth century, produce for 
their pupils such a sentence as, “‘ It seems surprising that 
nature, to speak figuratively, has not arranged,” etc. 


H. Rowland Wakefield. 


By Irving King. 
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Figuratively, indeed! Surely in an educational work the 
use of metaphors which suggest a totally inaccurate 
interpretation of the facts should be rigidly avoided. 
Fortunately the boy whose introduction to the Cosmos and 
its riddles is made by such a “method” as this may 
become a thinker in spite of it. In “‘ Nature’s Riddles,” 
however, we do find some appreciation of what we may 
call the philosophy of modern biology. The book is an 
excellent popular account of some aspects of what we know, 
in Dr. Wallace’s phrase, as the ‘‘ struggle for existence.’ 
In this book the camera has been put to a purpose more 
than merely descriptive, and such facts as those of protective 
colouring and mimicry—in a word, the meaning of what 
has been observed by thousands to whom it meant nothing 
whatever—are expounded in really admirable fashion. 

Mr. Scherren’s little book has a certain descriptive 
value, but we can say little more of a work which, like 
another mentioned above, seems to have no concern with 
the actual unity and with the all-important interpretation 
of the numerous discrete and apparently discoherent facts 
which it contains. 

“‘ Experimental Hygiene ”’ is simply a well-arranged and 
carefully graduated book for guidance in practical class- 
room work. 

In the “ Psychology of Child-Development” Mr. King 
has produced an original work of real merit, with which it 
is fully impossible to deal here. All who ‘remember the 
Spencerian dictum that the least we can demand from a 
teacher is a knowledge of the manner in which new facts 
and ideas are taken in by the growing mind, will hasten 
to read a book in which the author has made a highly 
successful attempt to understand what mental processes 

‘mean to the child, and not to what they are analogous 
in the adult mind.” 

In Professor Stout’s highly condensed but lucid little 
book we have another valuable work which brings the 
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author’s views up to a later date than in his ‘‘ Manual.” 
But this is not the place in which to discuss an important 
scientific work on the intricate subject which underlies all 
theories and should underlie all the practice of education. 


English 

From the Clarendon Press (4s. 6d.) comes ‘‘ Gower, 
Selections from the Confessio Amantis,”’ edited by G. C. 
Macaulay, with introduction, notes, glossary and a useful 
index to notes. The editor tells us the little that is known 
of John Gower, though it is a curious statement that the 
poet is ‘‘ sumptuously ” buried in St. Saviour’s, Southwark, 
and gives a useful and clear account of his works. The 
sections on Language and Metre are clear and instructive. 
No better introduction to Gower could be desired by 
teachers and students. ‘‘ Tales from Chaucer ”’ (Marshall, 
2s.) stands in a different class, being a modern English 

rose version of the Prologue ana six tales from the 
Contedoury Tales, by Clara L. Thomson, intended for 
teachers of the young and to such likely to prove useful. 

Dent’s ‘‘ Shakespeare for Schools” is very well done: 
** Hamlet,” edited by Oliphant Smeaton, M.A., ‘‘ Richard 
IL.,”” by Dora Curtis, both illustrated admirably. The 
introductions, illustrated notes and glossaries are models 
of what they should be. With such volumes teachers will 
find it an easy task to make Shakespeare palatable to their 
scholars, easily avoiding the danger of making them look 
on him as the writer of dry ‘‘ lessons” books. 

‘“‘A First Book in English Literature,” Parts I. and IL., 
by C. L. Thomson (Marshall, 2s. each), simply written 
and filled with good excerpts. Useful for beginners. 
The illustrations illustrate. 

“* Eight Essays of Bacon”’ (Blackie’s English Classics, 6d.) 
with notes by E. H. Blakeney, M.A., are neatly printed 
and the notes are useful. Useful to ‘higher rather than 
lower form boys. 
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History, etc. 


In ‘‘ Social Life in England,” Vol. I. (Black, 1s. 6d.), 
Mr. John Finnemore completes a useful and handy work, 
telling pleasantly the story of British work and play from 
1603 to the present day. Such volumes as these make 
history interesting to the young folk. The illustrations 
are very well done. 

“The Life of the State’ (Marshall, 2s. 6d.), by Geraldine 
Hodgson, contains a series of lectures delivered to the 
girls of the Godolphin School, Salisbury, upon the City 
States of Greece and Rome, the Growth of the English 
State, Parliament, the Judicature, &c. Thorough, 
thoughtful and clear. 

In ‘‘ The Origin and Growth of the English Colonies, 
and of their System of Government ’”’ (Clarendon Press, 
3s. 6d.), Mr. Egerton has provided a succinct and clear 
brief history of the British Colonies. It is no mere dry 
text-book, but a well-written, well-studied short history. 
Seldom has so much good matter been confined in so 
small a space. 

To ‘‘ The Story of the World’’ Messrs. Blackwood have 
added two more volumes, ‘‘The Growth of the British 
Empire ” (2s.) and ‘“‘ The Struggle for Sea Power ” (1s. 9d.), 
by M. B. Synge; handy books of information all compact. 
Should prove extremely useful to all teachers of history. 
How pleasant history is made now-a-days compared with 
what it was not so many years ago. 

In Dent’s Temple Series of English Texts (1s. 4d. each) 
appears Dryden’s ‘‘ Essay of Dramatic Poesie,” edited by 
W. H. Hudson, M.A., with introduction and notes; neat, 
handy, in every way excellent. 


Commerce and Geography 


Commercial education is at last showing signs of life in 
this country, one of the most promising signs being the 
publication of such a book as Fhefeener Spencer Trotter’s 
‘*The Geography of Commerce” (Macmillan, 5s. net) ; 
a few years ago such a book would have appealed in 
vain. It deals with physical geography and ‘the 
activities of men and organizations of men,” climate, 
mineral, vegetable and animal products in all countries. 
The maps, diagrams and other illustrations are all first- 
rate. No better book of its kind. 

Messrs. Black issue ‘‘ Australia and Oceania,” by F. D. 
Herbertson (2s. 6d.), selections from the works of various 
authorities, such as Dr. H. O. Forbes, Dr. A. R. Wallace, 
Charles Darwin, J. A. Froude ; an excellent idea excellently 
carried out, calculated to stimulate interest in a too-often 
dry subject. 

Professor W. J. Ashley would not stand sponsor for 
anything short of the best, and such is ‘“‘ British Industries,” 
edited by him and written by such well-known authorities 
as Stephen 8. Jeans (Iron and Steel), Elijah Helm (Cotton), 
Sir R. Lloyd Patterson (Linen and Flaz), Dr. B. W. 
Ginsburg (Shipping), &c. A book of great value to all 
interested in British commerce. (Longmans. 5s. 6d. net.) 


Theology, etc. 


Tue Seconp Epistie to THE Corinraians. By A. Plummer, 
D.D. (Cambridge University Press. 1s. 6d. net.) This 
contribution to the excellent Cambridge Bible for Schools 
and Colleges is well up to the level of the series. The 
purpose of the series is to impart a critical knowledge of 
the New Testament to students who have not learnt 
Greek. Apart from a certain cumbersomeness in style, 
necessitated by this limitation, the notes are concise to a 
fault (if that were possible), and they are besides a mine 
of learning. They are written in the most liberal and 
scholarly spirit, with such freedom from dogmatism on 
crucial questions as may perhaps leave the tyro somewhat 
dissatisfied. It is a little startling to find in a book 
intended for schoolboys the theory adopted by which the 
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Epistle is dissected into two fragments which have been 
welded together by a later hand. Dr. Plummer declares 
that he has adopted this theory with reluctance, as the 
only suggestion which suffices to explain that change of 
tone and tactics which at the end of chapter ix. has been 
a standing crux to the commentator. 

Sr. Marx: Tae Revisep Version. For the use of Schools. 
By Sir A. F. Hort and Mary Dyson Hort. (Cambridge 
University Press. 1s.6d.net.) This little book appears to 
be an instalment of a commentary on the Historical Books of 
the New Testament as they appear in the Revised Version. 
We should not have learned so much from the title-page 
without the aid of an inference from the preface. As 
Mr. Carr—who would seem to be the general editor— 
remarks, the Revised Version has to some extent super- 
seded the need of annotation. Except for the advantage 
gained by taking the newer rendering the present volume 
is very much in line with the Cambridge Bible for 
Schools, but it would seem to be intended for students 
a couple of years less advanced. The book has a 
a historical introduction of xxvii. pages and a useful 
index. 

Tue Book or JEREMIAH, WITH INTRODUCTION AND Notes. By 
George Douglas. (Hodder and Stoughton. 6s.) The 
prophecies of Jeremiah, as they have come down to us, are 
not arranged in chronological order, nor are most of them 
assigned to a particular date. Their adjustment therefore 
to the phases of national history, to which they stood in 
the relation partly of prediction and partly of comment, 
is in no case an easy task; and particularly by reason of 
the enigmatic character of their Oriental imagery. Much 
turns upon the date to be assigned to the capture of 
Jerusalem; which, in opposition to many of the best 
known writers on the subject, including Cheyne, Driver 
and Hommel, Mr. Douglas assigns to the year 605 B.c., 
the fourth of Jehoiakim. ‘The grounds on which he 
builds his theory we cannot enumerate here, but they are 
plausible if not convincing ; and the theory bears well the 
weight of the superincumbent mass. About two-thirds of 
the volume are taken up with the exposition of the text 
by means of marginal- and foot-notes. These do not 
exclude moral reflections of a practical bearing for con- 
temporary life, but for the most part are historical and 
comparative. Taken with the introduction they form an 
illuminative guide that will be of service to candidates for 
ordination and for the preacher. 

ConsciENcE AND Law ; or, PrinciepLes or Human Conpvct. 
By William Humphrey, S.J. (Thomas Baker. 3s. net.) It 
is not necessary for us to do more than note the issue of a 
second edition of this little book. Father Humphrey has a 
good power of analysis and the knack of lucid exposition. 
The series of works in which he has given the general 

ublic the opportunity of studying the principles of Roman 
Satholic theology in the vernacular has therefore a serious 
value. 


Some Poprutar Pamosopsy. By George Long. (Swan 
Sonnenschein. 2s. 6d.) Mr. Long’s modest little volume 
explicitly addresses itself to the man in the street. This 
seems an indiscretion, for who will recognise himself as 
belonging to this category? But for the rest his book is 
a wise and informing little work which directs attention 
to the sane, healthy view of things in general, including 
the motives of human life and conduct, and winds up with 
a misquotation from the Bible. It is well suited to the 
shelves of the parish library and of that of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association. 


Tue Carecories. By James MHutchison Stirling. 
(Edinburgh: Oliver and Boyd. 4s. net.) Dr. (honoris 
causa Edinburgh and Glasgow) Stirling in his modest 
preface refrains from expressing any opinion as to the 
value of his contributions to philosophical literature, and 
contents himself with quoting the judgments of his friends. 
Except, indeed, in one place, where it occurs to him that 
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the verdict by which his work is said to be “ for acute 
and penetrating criticism almost superhuman” may be 
suspected: of irony. Upon that, indeed, he does protest : 
“I do see in it this truth: Kant has never yet been 
so analysed, will never again in this world be so analysed 
—oh, well, say—without cribbing!’ and he adds that the 
writer is ‘‘ a perfectly honourable and accomplished expert.” 
Thus signed and countersigned, the judgment may be 
accepted as valid; and we send the student straightway 
to “‘ The Categories,” of which it were superfluous that we 
should write another word. 


A History or THE CaurcH: From THE Day or Pentecost 
To THE Councit or CHatcepon. For the use of Children. 
By the late Rev. J. M. Neale, D.D. (Mowbray. 1s. 6d. 
net.) The facts of the history of the early Church, from 
whatever point of view it is regarded, are many of them 
difficult to square with any received notion of ecclesiastical 
authority. Not the least embarrassing is that of High 
Church Anglicanism, which, fifty yearsago, Dr. Neale, out 
of his wide knowledge and sincere conviction, sought to 
illustrate in this book for children. His book is rich in 
anecdote and well adapted to predispose the childish mind 
to accept the teaching of the school of which in his day 
the writer was a champion. 


My Carecuism Book: a Srvpte EXpLanatioN OF THE 
Cuurca Catecuism For Younac Cuitpren. (Mowbray. 2s. 6d. 
net.) A charming present for a child is ‘‘ My Catechism 
Book”’ which is published by Messrs. Mowbray. The 
answers are illustrated in a kindly discursive fashion, and 
there are twenty-two sufficiently interesting pictures. Their 
subjects are mainly scriptural, but the last shows that the 
book is meant only for High Church children. The text, 
besides, shows that to the mind of the author the 
sacramental system is the crown of Christianity. 


LiseraL Curistianity. By Jean Réville. Translated by 
Victor Leuliette. (Williams and Norgate. 4s.) M. Réville 
treats his subject in a manner that presents a striking 
contrast with that of the typical Englishman of similar 
views—concise, precise, and logical. ‘Thus while rejoicing 
because the missionaries of the traditional churches are 
more and more setting before their people ‘“‘ the purely 
moral Gospel,” he concludes his book by adjuring them 
to have the courage frankly to confess that they have 
ceased to be orthodox, that they are no longer dogmatic 
Catholics or Protestants. 


Tse Sropy or Ecorestasticaa History. By W. E. 
Collins, B.D. (Longmans. 2s. 6d. net.) The latest 
addition to the useful series of Handbooks for the Clergy, 
of which the Rev. A. W. Robinson is general editor, is 
well up to the level of its predecessors. If fault it have, 
that lies certainly not upon the side of slovenliness in the 
matter of precept; rather, on the other hand, its tone of 
severity might effectually scare the timid from attempting 
anything. The writer owns his debt to the late Bishop of 
London, and we recognise, in the passages dealing with 
local history as matter for the parson historian, the opinion 
expressed by that great man in the course of certain 
lectures lately noticed in these columns. 


Curistian Soctatism in Encianp. By Arthur V. Wood- 
worth, Ph.D. (Swan Sonnenschein. 2s. 6d.) In this 
little volume Dr. Woodworth has traced the rise and 
development of the movement which began in the fifties 
with Maurice and Kingsley, and that is now represented 
by the Guild of St. Matthew and the Christian Social 
Union. This he has done in a moderate and orderly 
fashion, keeping clearly in view that element in the move- 
ment to which Carlyle pointed a prophetic finger when he 
asked the pregnant question: ‘“‘ Is it not the root of all 
our confusions and bewilderments that we have too much 
forgotten God ? ” 


From Beninp tae Vew. By H. E. Stone. (Marlborough. 
2s. 6d. net.) We donot note any striking originality in this 
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treatment of the Book of Job. However, these studies,+Mr. 
Stone tells us in his little preface, were made signally useful 
to many of the Abbey Road congregation, to whom they 
were originally delivered, and we doubt not that both 
Abbey Road and many other earnest Christians will find a 
like profit in the printed pages. 


Oddments 


If we may judge by the first two volumes ‘ The 
Start in Life Series” (3s. 6d. each volume, Hodder and 
Stoughton) will prove a distinct boon to all about to enter 
on professional or business life. The series is edited by 
Mr. J. E. Hodder Williams, whose name is guarantee of 
good, practical work. ‘Journalism as a Profession,” by 
Mr. Arthur Lawrence, preface by Dr. Robertson Nicoll, 
with a chapter by Mr. A. C. Harmsworth, is full of wise 
advice and timely warnings ; every youthful journalist, or 
would-be journalist, will find much practical and really 
useful information in these pages. ‘‘ Guide to the Civil 
Service,” by Mr. John Gibson, is equally practical and 
sound, full of helpful matter both for the office boy who 
would “ polish up the handle of the big front door” and 
+ ta who aspire, as he does or should do, to climb 
1igher. 

‘Supervision and Education in Charity” (Macmillan, 
43. 6d.), by Dr. J. R. Brackett, deals well and sugges- 
tively with an interesting and important topic. ‘‘ Every 
act of public aid or charity or correction worthy of the 
name should be educational” is the author’s text, and all 
those who are working at the amelioration of the lot of 
the poor and homeless will find in these pages much 
instructive information and comment. 


Tae Scnootmasters’ YEAR-BOOK AND Directory. (Sonnen- 
schein. 5s. net.) This year-book is a great improvement 
on its predecessor which, being the first, contained many 
blemishes; the information relating to the record of teachers 
was often very inadequate or, if virtually correct, misleading. 
We asked last year why the list of teachers should be 
confined to men, and we pointed out that the omission from 
the list of mistresses was an anomaly, seeing that in this 
country women practically teach all boys and girls up to 
eight years of age and all girls. However, the present issue 
is in many respects a very excellent piece of work, and 
supplies facts and comments which make it an invaluable 
book of reference. The bibliography deserves censure. 
By what right is such a book as Mrs. Boole’s on arithmetic 
stigmatised as treating of “‘half-boys and monkeys.” 
This simply proves that the writer of the notice does not 
distinguish between fair bibliographical comment and the 
statement of his own bias. We cannot go through the 
whole of the criticisms, if such a term is applicable, and 
can only hope that next year the editor will either give 
the contents of the various books noticed without comment, 
or will, where comment—adverse or favourable—is resorted 
to, support it by reasons. 


An Epoch Indeed 


EvropeaN TxHoucHT IN 
By John Theodore Merz. 


THE NINETEENTH 
(Black- 


A History or 
Century. Vol. II. 
wood. 15s. net.) 


Tae very title of Mr. Merz’s scholarly and invaluable 
work sets us thinking. The word ‘“ European” might 
Lave been omitted, for the, thought of the nineteenth 
century was none of it, we may say, Asiatic; and yet the 
adjective is accurate, for it was almost unnecessary to 
discuss any American contributions in a history of nine- 
teenth century thought. Indeed it is a serious matter, 
this, and one to give us pause, that the great Trans. 
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atlantic republic has yet to produce thinkers who shall be 
numbered with the immortals. And there is another 
significant aspect of this title, connected with the popular 
conception of history. Apart from cosmic disturbances— 
earthquakes, sunspots and the like—can there be any 
history worthy the name that is not just a history of 
thought? Assuredly not. Had Mr. Merz been writing 
some few hundreds of years hence his title would have 
been, “A History of the Nineteenth Century.” Mr. 
Lecky’s was the true conception of history, and some of 
us who loathed and hated in our school days the im- 
measurably insignificant gossip that still passes for 
history in our present educational system can welcome a 
work which recognises that historical, like other facts, are 
of two kinds, dead and living, and that the historian who 
is not to be a mere competitor of the novelist is concerned 
with the latter alone. And, in drawing this distinction 
between facts, let us remember that those which are living 
to some minds are dead to others. Examples are number- 
less: a Henry had six wives, but when you learnt the fact 
at school, were you taught it as an end in itself, or 
because of its significance as an illustration of a thousand 
things, in the social and moral order, that mattered then 
and matter now ? 

In this volume of his great work Mr. Merz concludes 
the history of scientific thought. None of his readers can 
fail eagerly to await the further chapters in which he 
is to trace the history of philosophic thought in the 
astounding century that has lately been gathered to its 
fathers. And few will question that two ideas, each of 
which Mr. Merz treats with the greatest judgment, stand 
preeminent in the history of scientific thought in the 
nineteenth century. That they are indeed all-important in 
every form of thought is an evident fact, and one of the 
utmost significance. As Mr. Merz says at the end of his 
chapter on the Physical View of Nature, ‘“‘ We are thus led 
beyond the province of scientific into that of philosophic 
thought. In future chapters we shall frequently have 
occasion to note this tendency of the purely scientific 
thought of the century to lead up to shiliseghient probleme.” 
It is indeed so, as the consideration of the two ideas 
alluded to will abundantly show. The first is the idea 
of Eternal Energy — uncreatable, indestructible, ever 
undergoing transformation. At the base of all further 
considerations there now lies this law of the Conservation 
of Energy, which we owe in the main to two German 
physicians, Mayer and Helmholtz, and to our own Lord 
Kelvin. In recent days we have come back to a clearer 
Monism which conceives of matter as a form of energy. 
The law of the Conservation or Eternal Perdurability of 
Matter is therefore implicit in the law already stated. And 
upon this law there has been established the second cosmic 
generalisation, that of Evolution. Of this there are two 
expositions. The original one is Spencer’s system, which 
is based throughout upon the law of Eternal Energy. 
Competing with it is Haeckel’s system, which is also 
directly based upon what he prefers to term—though very 
incorrectly—the ‘“‘law of substance.” The celebrated 
German zoologist differs from the Englishman, upon whom 
he builds, in that for him there remain no problems. The 
great idea of relativity of knowledge has never reached 
him, and he is as dogmatic as he is essentially unphilosophic. 
We await with the utmost interest Mr. Merz’s treatment of 
these two conceptions and the Philosophy based upon them 
as they bear on the Evolution of Philosophic Thought in a 
century which, with all its failures, is without a distant 
parallel in the history of Ideas. C. W. Sareesy. 


By Jobn Richard Green. (Macmillan. 


Srray Srupres. 
4s. net.) 
TuesE volumes of historical sketches have a double value. 
They are pregnant with recondite information, collected in 
a course of broad and patient research, and inevitably they 
stimulate the reader to lines of unfamiliar investigation 
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that are full of interest. In their severe compression we 
might compare them to. pemmican; but though as 
nourishing, they are infinitely more palatable and digestible. 
The historian who resigned himself to patient drudgery, 
was an enthusiast who often rises to eloquence. Take, for 
example, his pictures of the state of England under the 
stormy reign of Stephen and after the Great Earl fell in 


the rout and massacre of Evesham. Mr. Green is always | 


characterized by lucidity of style, precision ‘of thought, 
and the earnest seeking for safe foundations on which to 
base what must often be inductive speculation. Groping 
much in the dark he grasps at character and seeks to 
analyse and define it. Dunstan, Godwin, Harold the 
Conqueror stand out vividly from his pages. Extricating 
Dunstan from the fogs of superstition, he presents him as 
the statesman and jurist far in advance of his period. Yet 
there are some of his judgments we accept with reserve. 
In summing up Earl Godwin, and on his own showing 
it is difficult to understand why he denies him the epithet 


of great, considering the times and the circumstances. | 


His assumptions as to the strategies of Harold and William 
—in which he awards the palm to the Saxon—are admirably 
plausible and almost convincing. His diligence in studying 


topography and authorities is shown in his laudatory | 


criticisms of Freeman—there, in an almost exhaustive list, 
he indicates one chronicle which the other historian had 
overlooked. As he says of Freeman, he had himself a 
remarkable faculty for exact inquiry, and he had the gift 
besides of selecting the best and most probable from 
heterogeneous masses of material. 





It is the same qualities | 


which give value to his constitutional investigations, and | 


to the picturesque ‘‘ Stray Studies”’ in the second series, 
on what may be called historical archaeology. Chateau 
Gaillard, the House of Brienne, Como and Knole are 
specially good and suggestive. 
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that by its aid some promising young student of either 
sex may reap the advantage of a three years’ University 
course, and the conditions laid down have been drawn up 
with an eye to simplicity and to guaranteeing that the 
fullest possible benefit may be derived from the scholar- 
ship, which is to take the form of an annual money 
allowance of £100 for three years. The scholarship will 
be available at Oxford or Cambridge, or, if the successful 
candidate be a lady, Oxford, Cambridge, or London. The 
four candidates receiving the highest number of votes 
shall submit themselves for examination in London, the 
travelling expenses of each being paid. A Consolation 
Prize of five pounds’ worth of books will be awarded to 
each of the three candidates who are in the final 
examination but are not selected for the scholarship. 
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